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among a fair proportion of those who do is notorious.
These are the great facts we have to face in consider-
ing the worth of religious education in the primary
schools of the land. To a degree that is wonderful
when all the details are considered, a vast number of
the members of the Church of England, from the
humblest to the greatest, continue to give their
offerings for the upkeep and improvement of her
schools. In the year following the war, schemes were
entered upon in one diocese alone amounting to many
thousands of pounds, while there is continually from
year to year the constant drain of the cost of the
upkeep of all the buildings. And here the Church
pays the penalty of the pioneer ; for many of her
school buildings have grown out of date and in-
adequate. Those she has erected in recent years will
bear comparison both in planning and general
appointment with any built by Local Education
Authorities. It is frequently forgotten how great
has been and still is the service rendered by the
Church to the nation through her schools and training
colleges. The fact of their existence at all means that
she was for centuries in advance of the State in the
provision of education. In her demand that the
spiritual forces of life should receive first place in
the work proceeding in her schools she has again
anticipated a position to which any state which
hopes to be abiding must be driven. This was
grandly proclaimed by the " Prime Ministers of
the British Commonwealth of Nations" in their
New Year's Message for 1920: . . . " We would
therefore commend to our fellow-citizens the necessity
that men of goodwill who are everywhere reviewing